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18. — The Testimony of Christ to Christianity. By Peter Batne, 
A. M., Author of " The Christian Life," " Essays in Biography and 
Criticism," etc. Boston: Gould and Lincoln. 1862. 16mo. pp. 
200. 

This essay is a defence of the miracles of Christ by his own testi- 
mony. It is assumed as not even needing proof that his words must 
have come to us substantially as they fell from his lips ; for there was 
nothing in the age, character, or culture of the Evangelists to account 
for the conception of one who thus spake, unless he actually taught in 
Judaea. He professed to work miracles, not formally, but incidentally 
and by implication, referred to them as admitted facts, and connected 
with his references to them his most weighty teachings concerning God, 
duty, and immortality. He must have been either an impostor, a vic- 
tim of baseless delusion, or a trustworthy witness as to his own deeds. 
Imposture has its inseparable moral characteristics, delusion its insep- 
arable mental characteristics, all of which are wanting in his recorded 
words, in the traits and memorials of his life, and in his influence upon 
his disciples and upon the early Church. The only remaining hypoth- 
esis is that he was what he professed to be and what the Christian 
Church believes him to be. The argument is ably conducted, and the 
publication is timely as regards the naturalistic tendencies which are 
having so portentous a development under cover of the Christian name 
and the established Church of England. 



19. — Introduction to the Study of the Gospels. With Historical and 
Explanatory Notes. By Brooke Foss "Westcott, M. A., For- 
merly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Author of a " History 
of the New Testament Canon," etc. With an Introduction by Ho- 
ratio B. Hackett, Professor in Newton Theological Institution ; 
Author of " A Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles," " Illus- 

, trations of Scripture," etc. Boston : Gould and Lincoln. 1862. 
12mo. pp. 476. 

We wish that the term rationalism were not spoiled for respectable 
use by its application to a grovelling naturalism which is utterly irra- 
tional. Were it not for this established misnomer, we should like to call 
the work now in our hands a manual of Christian rationalism. It is 
equally loyal to reason and to Scripture. It admits the probability, that 
is, the prove-ability, of a theophany and a divine revelation, and shows 
that on no other ground can we account for the existence of our canoni- 
cal Gospels. But it treats the phenomena -presented by the Gospels as 



